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we met in Texas. It clearly is an important
matter. That's why I mentioned the matter
of diseases on the African Continent. AIDS,
indeed, is one of those.

We have to respond in a comprehensive
way. One of the matters we'll discuss with
the President is this African recovery pro-
gram that were working on. And one of
the major priority areas in that African re-
covery program is precisely this area.

So we certainly will discuss this. And we
have to do something, because in many in-
stances, these are diseases which are not
only caused by poverty, some of them, but
also cause poverty. So if youre talking
about an African recovery, you cannot but
discuss AIDS and really confront it. Ma-
laria, tuberculosis, all sorts of commu-
nicable diseases are a particular matter of
what has to happen—we have to address
them.

South African Government’s Response to
AIDS

Q. Mr. President, President Mbeki, last
week the New York Times published an

Joint Statement by President George
June 26, 2001

President Bush and President Mbeki
committed to build on and strengthen the
already excellent ties between the United
States and South Africa. We committed
ourselves to achieving our shared goals of
building a stronger strategic partnership
and promoting economic growth and de-
mocracy in Africa and globally.

We reaffirmed that our governments will
meet regularly, to consult on bilateral,
regional, and multilateral issues of shared
importance, and that ongoing cooperative
efforts, begun under the direction of the
Binational Commission, shall continue and
be enhanced in the critical areas of agri-
culture; conservation, environment, and
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editorial accusing your government of, in
its words, dooming half a generation of
young people to an early, protracted, and
expensive death because of its failure to
distribute anti-retrovirals. How do you ex-
plain the amount of criticism that you're
coming in for in the United States for what
is a perception that youre not doing
enough on HIV?

President Mbeki. Well, I'll—we’ve said—
all T would say to that, really, is that people
must look at what we're doing in South
Africa, not their perception of what they
think we’re doing but what we’re doing ac-
tually in the country. And I don’t think
on the basics of facts an accusation like
that can be sustained.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

W. Bush and President Thabo Mbeki

water; defense; health; housing; human re-
source development and education; justice
and anti-crime; science and technology; sus-
tainable energy; and trade and investment.
We will establish a joint secretariat to direct
and coordinate the consultations and to
provide recommendations to both govern-
ments.

We discussed the Millennium Africa Re-
covery Program (MAP) and agreed to work
together for a prosperous, democratic Afri-
ca. We affirmed our support for the MAP’s
core goals of conflict resolution, good gov-
ernance, sound economic management, and
fighting HIV/AIDS and other infectious dis-
eases.
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We affirmed that additional efforts to
combat the devastating effects of HIV/
AIDS and other infectious diseases are ur-
gently needed, and we renewed our com-
mitment to working together against them
and the conditions that enable the diseases
to proliferate. We agreed to support the
establishment and funding of the global
trust fund for HIV/AIDS and other diseases
as a unique public-private partnership to
bring needed resources to the battle against
these diseases through a multi-sector, inte-
grated strategy.

We pledged to work together to support
the launching of a new round of World
Trade Organization negotiations and af-
firmed that we have many common inter-
ests, in particular the growth of agricultural
trade and a shared commitment to working
together to bridge the digital divide in Afri-
ca. Likewise, we confirmed our satisfaction
that the African Growth and Opportunity
Act (AGOA) has produced positive results
in South Africa, and has already led to ex-

panded trade and investment between the
two countries.

We affirmed our mutual desire for a
peaceful, democratic, prosperous
Zimbabwe, in which human rights and rule
of law are respected. We agreed that a
dialogue between the Government of An-
gola and UNITA rebels on implementing
the Lusaka Protocol offers the best promise
for peace. We affirmed our commitment
to progress toward resolving the conflict in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DROC) and agreed to cooperate on con-
flict resolution efforts throughout Africa.

President Bush looks forward to the op-
portunity to visit South Africa as part of
the effort to continue building and fostering
the growth of our bilateral relationship and
promoting our shared agenda.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony for Howard H. Baker, Jr., as
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Senator Baker, you've drawn quite a
crowd here to the White House. [Laughter]
Mr. Vice President; Mr. Secretary; CIA Di-
rector George Tenet, I believe, is here. Jus-
tice O’Connor is here. Thank you so much
for coming. The Ambassador from Japan
is here. Thank you very much for being
here, Mr. Ambassador, and your lovely
wife. Madeleine Albright, I believe, is
here—Madam Secretary. Larry Eagleburger
is here. Elizabeth Dole, I believe, is here.
Senator, Elizabeth, thank you very much.
The former Ambassadors to the country of
Japan are on the stage with us; they have
been introduced. Members of the United
States Senate are here. Members of the

Tennessee
here.

Thank you all for coming, and welcome.
Today we call upon one of America’s most
valued statesmen to help be the keeper of
one of America’s most valued friendships.
Howard Baker has held many titles during
the course of his long and distinguished
career. They include sailor, Senator, minor-
ity leader, majority leader, and White
House Chief of Staff. In a few moments
he’ll add Ambassador to that list, and once
again, America is very grateful.

All the former Ambassadors here are liv-
ing examples of the very highest standards
of diplomatic excellence. And between
them, Mike Mansfield, Walter Mondale,

congressional  delegation are
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